


Merriam’s Mission and Core Values

The mission of the Merriam School
Community is to create and sustain an
environment that promotes academic
excellence, encourages social development,
fosters emotional well-being, and instills a
passion for life-long learning.

We strive to combine the thought provoking,
enriching qualities of a children’s museum
with the nurturing support of a family and the
focused learning of a school. We accomplish
this by holding community at its center:
Merriam parents, teachers, and students learn
and work closely together.

« We believe in risk taking.

« We believe in persistence in
one’s own learning.

« We believe in respect.

Assessment

Assessment is an integral and ongoing part
of the learning process. At Merriam, we have
several methods of assessment.

Portfolio Assessment — This system
documents students’ growth over time through
the collection of student work from across the
curriculum. Work samples are collected three
times over the school year.

Parent-Teacher Conferences — At least
two conferences a year are held to discuss
expectations, goals for learning, review
student’s work and reflect on student’s
progress.

Student-led Conferences — A unique
conference between the students and their
parents, where the students evaluate their own
work, progress, goals, and expectations, and
then organize this material into an informative,
rewarding presentation.

End-of-Unit/End-of-Year Assessments — End
of unit assessments have been developed in
language arts, math, science and social studies.
Assessments are given to students at the end of
each school year in reading, writing and math.
An assessment summary report is generated for
each student according to APS curriculum goals
and objective to document progress in writing,
reading, math, and affective development.

Project-Based Curriculum

Merriam teachers reach the APS curriculum
objectives through short and long projects that
simulate real life experiences and careers. The
teachers work closely together through grade
level teams and cross-grade mentoring, called
Triads to help refine their skills and develop
projects that will provide the scaffolding for
these student-driven projects.

Through these projects, students learn not
only the academics, but personal goal setting,
group dynamics, and presentations skills. After
each project, they are given time for personal
assessment and reflection. Parents are often
invited to end of project events and an annual
student-led conference.

This approach supports various learning styles
and allows the teachers to perform a more
detailed and accurate assessment of each
student. Having an assistant in every classroom
makes this style of learning possible.

project is an in-depth study of a particular
topic that one or more children undertake...
Work on a project might extend over a period of
days or weeks... This approach emphasizes the
teacher’s role in encouraging children to interact
with people, objects, and the environment in ways
that have personal meaning to them... An overall
aim of this approach is to cultivate the life of a
young child’s mind. In its fullest sense, the term
mind includes not only knowledge and skills but

also emotional, moral, and aesthetic sensibilities.
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